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The following behaviors are recognized as 

typical and part of the second language 

learning process.      

 A “silent period.” When children are 

learning a new language and adapting to a 

new culture, they may go through a very 

quiet period, speaking less as they focus on 

listening and understanding the new 

language. The younger the child, the longer 

this period tends to last.  

 Mixing languages. From time to time, 

children may mix grammar rules, or they 

might use words from both languages in the 

same sentence. Such behaviors are 

recognized as a normal part of bilingual 

language development.  

 Loss of language. As children learn 

English, they may lose skills and fluency in 

their native language if it is not reinforced 

and maintained.  

 Cultural differences. Young children 

may have difficulty paying attention and 

remembering if they cannot relate new 

information to previous experiences in their 

respective cultures. They may also 

experience exhaustion as they learn a 

language in which they are not yet 

proficient.  

 

  


